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Disclaimer: This packet is intended ONLY for the 
use of students enrolled in Leon County Schools. 
 

WEEK 2 
 

Grade 5 
Civics and Government 
Constitution Reading 

 
 
Standards: 
SS.5.C.1.2 Define a constitution, and discuss its purposes. 
SS.5.C.1.3 Explain the definition and origin of rights. 
SS.5.C.1.4 Identify the Declaration of Independence's grievances and Articles of 
Confederation's weaknesses. 
SS.5.C.2.3 Analyze how the Constitution has expanded voting rights from our nation's 
early history to today. 
SS.5.C.2.4 Evaluate the importance of civic responsibilities in American democracy. 
 
 

Florida Statutes (1003.42): 
(b) The history, meaning, significance, and effect of the provisions of the Constitution 

of the United States and amendments… 

(s)… The character development curriculum shall stress the qualities of patriotism; 

responsibility; citizenship; kindness; respect for authority, life, liberty, and 

personal property; honesty; charity; self-control; racial, ethnic, and religious tolerance; 

and cooperation… 
 
 
 
Resources: 
Floridacitizen.org 
Easyteacherworksheets.com 
K12reader.com 
ReadWorks.org 
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Some of the Grievances in the Declaration of Independence  

 

Directions: Write the main idea of the grievance then use evidence to support your main idea. 

1. Text from the Declaration of Independence - He has refused to pass other Laws for the 

accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of 

Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. 

Translation He tried to force men to give up their right to make laws. 

What is the 

main idea of this 

grievance?   

King George III tried to force colonists to give up their right to make laws. 

What quote 

from the 

original text 

supports your 

conclusion? 

“unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the 

Legislature”  

2. Text from the Declaration of Independence - He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, 

for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people. 

Translation King George III would break up colonial governments for various reasons and 

would not allow colonies to have the right to govern.  

What is the 

main idea of 

this grievance?   

 

What quote 

from the 

original text 

supports your 

conclusion? 

 

3. Text from the Declaration of Independence - He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by 

refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers. He has made Judges dependent on his 

Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries. 

Translation He won't let us choose our own judges, and instead he chooses them all 

himself, so they're all on his side. 

What are the 

main ideas of 

this grievance?   

  

What quotes 

from the 

original text 

supports your 

conclusion? 
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4. Text from the Declaration of Independence - He has kept among us, in times of peace, 

Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures…For Quartering large bodies of armed 

troops among us: 

Translation He sends lots of English soldiers here when there isn't even a war, and makes 

us let them live in our own houses. 

What are the 

main ideas of 

this 

grievance?   

  

What quotes 

from the 

original text 

supports your 

conclusion? 

  

5. Text from the Declaration of Independence - For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: 

Translation He makes us pay all kinds of taxes without asking us about it. 

What is the 

main idea of 

this 

grievance?   

 

What quote 

from the 

original text 

supports your 

conclusion? 

 

6. Text from the Declaration of Independence - For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of 

Trial by Jury: 

Translation He won't let us have a jury for our trials, only a judge. 

What is the 

main idea of 

this 

grievance?   

 

What quote 

from the 

original text 

supports your 

conclusion?  

 

 

7. The last paragraph of the Declaration of Independence states that the colonists believe they 

should become independent states and free from Great Britain. How do the grievances you have 

learned about support this statement?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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